FIVE ESSENTIAL TIPS TO MAKE THE MOST OUT OF TWITTER
By Donna McDine

As many of us know social networking can be quite time consuming and overwhelming if
you do not harness it from the get go. Twitter has become a great marketing tool to get the word
out about your business and/or product. Whether you have a service to offer or product (book) to

promote, if used correctly Twitter can be an effective way to network:

1. Setting up your Twitter Account: When setting up your Twitter account create a
username and profile bio that provides a clear understanding to your visitor what your
expertise is. For example my profile bio reads: “Multiple award-winning children's
author and Social Media maven who can free up your valuable time so you can
concentrate on your freelance writing career.” Not only does it state that I’'m a children’s
author it clearly shows that you can hire me for social networking tasks.

2. Who to Follow: Research who to follow by clicking the “Who to Follow” link in the top
bar once signed in. Twitter will provide you with suggestions and you can also search by
category by typing in a title such as, librarian, teacher, parents, grandparents. The list is
endless depending on what your specific needs and market are.

3. Be an active Twitter participant: It’s important to be an active Twitter participant by
retweeting other tweets. Not only can you retweet within Twitter, many bloggers and
website owners have a share button that you can click to retweet their topic. By doing so,
the Twitter sign-in page pops-up, you sign-in and the retweet automatically transfers to

Twitter and hit click. It’s that simple.
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4. What to Tweet about: Create your tweets at the beginning of each week when you are
reviewing your marketing plan (i.e., I will be conducting a school visit today and will be
sharing what was effective tomorrow at my blog). This provides your follower a call to
action by inviting them to visit your blog. Most important, your tweets should NOT only
be about your business and/or product. It’s important that you share information that you
feel your followers will find important to them.

5. Scheduling Your Tweets Ahead of Time: The ability to schedule your tweets ahead of
time so that your networking becomes automated can easily be done through Dynamic

Tweets, which can be found at www.dynamictweets.com. They are currently a FREE

service and it includes scheduling recurring tweets, which comes in handy so that when
you have a tweet you want to send out at different times and dates you don’t have to keep
setting it up each time.

Happy Tweeting! If you have any questions or | may be of assistance please feel free to

contact me at donna@donnamcdine.com.
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